
 
Stanford Experts on the Held vs. Montana Case 

 
Stanford scholars with expertise on environmental law, climate policy, clean energy and other issues 
related to the Held vs. Montana case available to comment. 
 
For assistance locating scholars, contact: 

● Christine H. Black: christineblack@stanford.edu, (650) 725-8240  
● Rob Jordan: rjordan@stanford.edu, (415) 760-8058 

 
Kate Gordon 
Gordon has spent two decades crafting and implementing policy at the intersection of climate change, 
clean energy, and economic development. Most recently she served as Senior Advisor to U.S. Energy 
Secretary Jennifer Granholm, and before that as a Senior Advisor and Director of the Office of Planning 
and Research for California Governor Gavin Newsom. Gordon has led multiple bipartisan policy 
initiatives, including the Risky Business Project, focused on the economic and financial risks to U.S. 
industry and regions from unchecked climate change, and the Apollo Alliance, which brought labor, 
business, community, and environmental organizations together in support of job-creating clean energy 
strategies. She is currently a lecturer at the Stanford Law School, and is finishing a book on the U.S. clean 
energy transition.  
 
Contact: (510) 501-7075, khgordon@gmail.com  

 
Mark Jacobson 
Jacobson was an expert witness in Held vs. Montana, describing to the court the technological and 
economic feasibility to transition Montana off of fossil fuels by 2050, as well as how the state can supply 
its energy needs via water, wind, and solar. His work focuses on using computer models to understand 
issues related to global warming and air pollution, as well as devising clean energy solutions and guiding 
states and countries toward using 100% renewable energy sources. At Stanford, he is a professor and 
director of the Atmosphere and Energy program in the Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, and a senior fellow at the Precourt Institute for Energy and the Stanford Woods Institute 
for the Environment. 
 
Contact: (650) 723-6836, jacobson@stanford.edu  
 
Alicia Seiger 
Seiger is a lecturer at Stanford Law School and leads sustainability and energy finance initiatives at 
Stanford Law, Graduate School of Business, and the Doerr School for Sustainability. She has served as an 



advisor to the governors of California and New York, the New York State Comptroller, and numerous 
pension fund, endowment, and family office CIOs on the topics of climate risk, opportunity, and 
resiliency. Her first book, "Settling Climate Accounts: Navigating the Road to Net Zero" considers the rise 
of carbon accounting in the context of the last three decades of global climate action, examines the 
rough edges of Net Zero in practice, and makes recommendations for the road ahead. 
 
Contact: (415) 215-0716, aseiger@stanford.edu  
 
Deborah Sivas 
Sivas is an environmental litigator whose research combines law and science to combat the climate 
crisis, as well as enable the public to hold policymakers accountable for their actions. At Stanford, Sivas 
is the Luke W. Cole Professor of Environmental Law, director of the Environmental Law Clinic at the 
Stanford Law School, professor at the Stanford Doerr School of Sustainability, and senior fellow at the 
Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment. 
 
Contact: (650) 723-0325, dsivas@stanford.edu 
 
Barton “Buzz” Thompson 
Thompson served as Special Master for the United States Supreme Court in Montana v. Wyoming, an 
interstate water dispute involving the Yellowstone River system. His article, "Constitutionalizing the 
Environment: The History and Future of Montana's Environmental Provisions,” was published in the 
Winter 2003 Montana Law Review. Thompson was the founding Perry L. McCarty Director of the 
Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment, where he remains a Senior Fellow and directs the Water 
in the West program.  
 
Contact: (650) 723-2518, buzzt@stanford.edu  
  
Michael Wara 
Wara is a lawyer and scholar focused on climate and energy policy. He collaborates with economists, 
engineers and scientists on the design and evaluation of technical and regulatory solutions. Formerly an 
associate professor at the Stanford Law School, Wara is an expert in California law and policy concerning 
the utility industry. Wara is Director of the Climate and Energy Policy Program, a senior research scholar 
at the Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment, and interim Policy Director for the Sustainability 
Accelerator within the Stanford Doerr School of Sustainability. 
 
Contact: (415) 250-9730, michael.wara@stanford.edu  

 
 
 
 


